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are not in your village now, but in the All-Russian Congress
of Workmen's, Soldiers' and Peasants' Deputies, the
sovereign power of all Russia." And this appeal was never
without immediate response. There was an odd amalgam
of independence and vanity and simplicity, which was
exploited to the full, for the mass of the delegates was
entirely without qualification to reason deeply, and its
ignorance was grossly imposed upon by the leaders of all
sections of opinion. " Never was there a congress ", wrote
an eyewitness, " in which the many were so patently the
tools of the few."1 It was a proletarian assembly at its
best and worst.

Lockhart had not come to Moscow with the Govern-
ment. Depressed beyond words at the negative attitude of
his superiors, he did not wish to see the final act of the
tragedy, for he knew now that ratification was inevitable.
Instead he remained in Petrograd with Trotsky, whose
virile action he preferred to the subtle vagueness of
Chicherin, who now presided over the Foreign Commissariat.
Indeed his close relations with Trotsky were among the
causes of suspicion which his colleagues in Whitehall
harboured against Lockhart. " He treats him [Trotsky] like
a Bismarck or a Talleyrand ", they observed scornfully.2

Sadoul also remained in Petrograd for a while, battling
against the intransigence of his Ambassador, Noulens,
pouring out his heart almost daily to Albert Thomas, in a
bitter record of defeat.

But Robins was in Moscow, hoping against hope for
some reply to his cable, telegraphing constantly to Lockhart
in Petrograd, and to Francis at Vologda, refusing to the
last to believe that his Government would fail to grasp the
importance of this opportunity. When the Congress opened
on the afternoon of March 14, he sought out Lenin. " Have

1  William Adams Brown, Junr., The Groping Giant (New Haven,
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